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his position at length from the Scriptures.1 In 1526, invited to a
Disputation at Baden, Zwingli laid down seven conditions for a
proper disputation, of which the first was that no other writing
than Holy Writ should be adduced, and the third that no judge
should be set over the Word of God: Tor the Word of God should
be our guide, by which we take our direction, and we ought not
to force it as we wish with our judgement . . . God's Word must
also direct and master our understandings, our meaning and our
art, and we must not make vain the Word of God.'2 In the
writings of his later years Zwingli remained true to his position in
this matter; at Marburg he refused to admit to Luther that he had
shifted from his belief in the supreme authority of the Word of
God, and insisted that the difference between him and Luther was
one of the interpretation of Scripture. Finally, in the Fidei Ratio,
written and presented to the Emperor in 1530, Zwingli assumes
that the Christian creed is derived from the Word of God, and
has no standing except in so far as it accords therewith.3 Thus
Zwingli remained faithful to his belief in the supremacy of
the Word.
A first reading of any of the writings of Zwingli already quoted
makes it clear at once that in his mind the Word of God stood in
very close relationship with the Scriptures. We cannot go farther
without determining what that relationship precisely was. The
locus classicus on the point must be the von der Klarheit und Gewiss-
heit des Wortes Gottes of 1522.4 This work at first sight places us in
a difficulty. After certain preliminary considerations, designed to
show th&t the 'inner man5, being in the image of God, is gladdened
by nothing so much as the Word of God, the author proceeds to
treat its 'Certainty or Power'5 (this is the title which he himself
gives to the section, and it is in fact impossible to see any difference
in his usage here between the meaning of the two words, and
'Certainty' is here used in the sense of Tower'). Under this head
he quotes many instances from Scripture to prove that the Word
of God is always fulfilled, e.g. at the Creation God spoke, and His
Word created the universe from nothing. The Gospel itself, he
says, is an instance of the fulfilment of the Word of God. But here
the Word of God is plainly the directly spoken Word. Then he
*  IV, 206 sqq.
2 V, 12, 13 (Einefreundliche Schrift an die Eidgenossen der 12 Orten usw.}.
3 The volume in the Corpus Reformatorum containing this work has not yet appeared,
For extracts, m&Kidd, Documents of the Continental Reformation, No. 225.
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